THE CEMENT MONOLITHS
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PHOTO taken just prior to 30 January 1909,

Perhaps the most intriquing construction aspect of
the cement pier was the erection of 2 CEMENT PILLARS
[1 about 30 ft. high, the other slightly shorter] at
the end of the pler tou prepare for the stage 3 phase.
Both pillars were toppled by hydraulic jacks by 30
July 1909. Notice the pile of granite which was fill
to place on top of the pillars. Later wooden piles
were driven into the end of the pier. for extension
and access to pleasure boats. The DIAGRAM at the
right shows the toppling process. The P.G. REVIEW
article of 31 July mentdéons the event.
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THE CEMENT PIER "MAYPOLE"

IOP PHOTO taken in September 1907 [purportedly] shows no WOODEN WHARF. Also of °

interest is the "MAYPOLE" on the cement pier’s end. This was for boat mooring
and lifeline access to the beach. Notice the old GLASS_BOTTOM BOAT SIGN taken
off the recently washed out wooden wharf, and the old staircase ladder that was
used at the cliff just east of the AUDITORIUM BUILDING. When a cement staircase
was put in, the ladder was stored here as shown in the below MARCH 1911 photo.
BOTTOM_PHOTO- Taken duriang March 1911 the "MAYPOLE" is gone. About 1910 cement
steps led down to the pier platform to facilitate the loading of party boats.
Notice the WINDMILL does not appear in this photo as the MARINE LAB water pumps

were gasoline motor by this time. Left to right'" MCDOUGALL HOUSE, TEA HOUSE, &
LOOKOUT BUILDING which shows no STAIRCASE to SECOND BEACH at this time.
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Pyramid Of Concrete Fell Where Wanted
(From the July 22, 1909 Monterey Cypress)

There was quite a thrill of excitement through the breasts of those who were at
the beach yesterday afternoon when it was learned that W.F. Smith intended
dumping one of the concrete pillars that have stood sentinel like for a year in
front of the Japanese Tea Garden. In fact, these two pillars have been the source
of considerable speculation ever since Mr. Smith commenced to build them last
year, everyone offering his bit of advice and most of them declaring that the
whole thing would be another failure. Mr. Smith kept calmly at his work and
when the huge pile of concrete toppled and fell into the water with a loud splash
yesterday, almost exactly where he wanted and intended it should, there was the
same calm smile on his face, and everyone on the beach said “Ah!”. The second

one will now be dropped beside the other, and will make a base for the extension
of the little rock pier.

Second Pyramid Falls
(From the July 31, 1909 Monterey Cypress)

There was a large crowd at the beach last evening to witness the pitching of the
(second) pyramid into the water. About 7 o’clock a 50-ton hydraulic jack was
put in operation and in a few minutes the huge pile of concrete toppled over.
This huge pillar, which had been built in three sections, was twenty-one feet
high, seven feet square and weighed in the neighborhood of 30 tons. The submer-
sion was a grand success. The pyramid fell just where Mr.Smith wanted it to. It
struck the water with a mighty splash and spray was thrown some thirty feet into
the air. When the pile of concrete struck the bottom it broke into three parts,
spreading out alongside the other one that was tipped over a week or so ago. The
space between these huge pieces of concrete will now be filled in with rock and
cement, and the pier will be extended out twenty-five feet

Cement Pier Is Completed
(From the September 27, 1909 Monterey Cypress)

The first cement pier on Monterey Bay is about completed, and this honor be-
longs to W.F. Smith of the Pacific Grove bath house. After three years of the
hardest kind of work, which required a great deal of experimenting, a miniature
breakwater stands out from shore and forms a shelter from storms and currents
that makes the beach there the safest and best bathing place on the coast. The
pleasure pier, which is nearly 300 feet long has cost over $5000. It extends into
water from ten to fifteen feet deep, and will accommodate the biggest launch on
the bay. It is some fifteen feet wide at the end. There is a cement wall on either
side of the structure so that persons cannot be crowded off into the water. On the
lee side cement steps go down to the water’s edge to accommodate small
launches and row boats. Mr. Smith carried out his own ideas of engineering in
building the pier. This pier does away with the old wooden wharf that was put

up each summer, and from now on pleasure craft will be able to land at Pacific
Grove in any kind of weather
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Others Saw Us Through Postcards

teard published in 1910.

i fmnt i fe oi left rear of the Tea House
Smith in of the Japanese Tea Garden at Lover’s Point. To the
the Woman's Civic Club. This is a beautiful color pos

New cement pier built by W.F.
the Look Out built by
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